
THE PARISH OF ABINGTON. 

SITUATION. This Parish is sltua"ted partly in the Barony 
of Owneybeg and partly in the County of the City of Limerick 
and Barony of Clanwilliam. The latter portion is situated 
about five milP.£ east of the City of Limerick. It is bound.ed 
on the eas"~ by tbe Parish of Abbington ia the Barony of Owney
beg; north by Cloonkeen, Killinagarriff and Derrygalvin; west 
by Kilmurry and Carrigparson and on the south ty the Parish 
of Caherconlish. 
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NAME. See the other portion of this Parish. 
J.O'D. 

There is nothing of antiquarian int~rest in the portion 
of the Parish of Abington here treated of. 



ABBIBCITON PARISH. 

SITUATION. Thia Pariah is eituated in the Barony of 
Owneybe6 and is bounded on the ea.st by the Parish of Tuogk; 
on the west by Kt llinagarriff and Abbington ( in the Baror1y 
ot Olanwilliam)a on the south by Oaherconlish and Tuogh and 
on the north by the Oo. of Tipperary. 

NAJIB. The name Abbington may be oonstdered a.a a modifi
cation of Abbeyowny, which sounds in Irish Ma1nist1r Uaithne, 
that is• the Monastery of Uaithne, the latter betng the name 
of the territory in whioh the ,st,bliehment wae situated. 
Abbeyleix {in ~~een's Co.) in Irish Mainister Laot1hise, that 
is, the lona1tery of Laoighis, wb1oh latter is an infl•otion 
of La.oighie (Laoighis) a territorial name also, afford• an 
inetanoe ot this mote ot ang1ioiaing such names, Mainieter 
being rendered Abbey an1 Laoighis being anglioieed Leix. Per
haps too, the first who made the name Abbington, had in Ttew 
ATington near Winch,ster :In Hampshire, or some such name, to 
whioh he a■atm1late4 the aboTe one ia order to make it as pure 
an Bnallah torm a• poa■ible. 

The walls of an old ediflce, whiah the people aa7 b•
loqed to the old Abbey of this plaee, are still standiq 
to the aoutn of th• Protestant Church outside the wall of 
tbe Church yard, It 11 divided into two ~partmenta by a 
wall tbat runs ~orosa the whole breadth. The building ran 
from ea,t to west, the ea,tern part measuring twenty teat 
tour inches by ten feet ten inotes and the western part nine
tetn and• half feet by fourte•n feet tbr•• inche•, The aide 
ftlle are about aixteen feet high and three and a halt feet 
thick. There are two doorways on the eouth aid• wall, one 
o,enin1 into eaok apartment, whion oonsiet, tbe one halt of 
'briokwork, an4 are of a quadrangular form. The material ■ of 
thie etrueture are s■all field atones and oem•nt of lime and 
nat mortar. 
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Ur. A. Curr7, who traversed this Paribh, thinks the 
above building waa not an appendage of an ol~ Abbey that 
stood here, though the people say, as is remarked above, 
it waa portion ot that establishment. 

The old graveyard of this iariah, in the centre of which 
stands the Parish Church, is situated over the River of Abb
ington (or Kulkeir) on tne north si~e of it. Locality ie 
leve1 around. 

In the doeuments in our hands we find the followina auth-
entic aooount of the period at which the above mentioned Abbey 419 
wa1 rounded; of its founder and of the Order ot Monks for Whom 
it wa1 toundet. 

In Smith's Collections tor Limerick (URS. a.I.A.) 1 Cam
detl's Annals of Ireland, it is stated that ip A~D. 1200 •the 
Abbey of Wetheny 1n the Co, of L1meriok was founded b7 Theo
bald, the son of Walter Butler, Lord of Carrick, so says 
Jlat•bury• (he calls tt the Abbey of Wetherha.m). 

In Smith's Uiaoellaneous Limerick Papers USS. a.I.A., 
(Annala) <•rom Ware) we find it written at A.D. 120&~ that: 
•In the l?tb year of g1ng John, Theobald Jitzwalter •tts-
Gilbert Beokett ~he flrat Lord Butler ot Ireland, founded ,10 
the Konastary of Wetbenoia, alias lethan, alias Wetbanoya, 
aliaa ~oghne7, in thia County! Thia Konaatery beiq thus 
variously named in Dowlin1 1 ~race and othere.• 

Here follow, the account gi•en in Goqh'e Camden, Aroh
dall's Konastioon and Dr. Lanigan•s Booleaiasttoal Bt•tory 
ot Ire1an4. 

Gou1b'• Oamden:-

Abbington, founded tor Cistertian Konks 1206 •1 Ta,obald 
Fitz-Walter, Lord of Carriot and Chief Butler of Ir,landl Who 
was -uried in it 1206 (H.4,2) aa was in 1299 Theobald, Toe 
batler of Irelan• (iarrar 489). 

Arohdall'a Ion. Hlb. Vol.It, p.411 1 R.I.At-

Abbiqton (ealled also Owne1 and Woetbene7, but more an
ciently Wethenoia. Whethra■, Wethenoya and VopAey). 

An Ab1Ht7 wae founded here A,D. 1105 tor 01,tertian Monka 
(Pembriqe Oaenob. Ctatert., p.7t) with which it was hrni•h•d 
trom the Abbe7 ot SaYifniao in Jrano, (War. Mon.) bJ Theobalt 
Jits Walter. Lord et Carrio and ohtef butler ot Ir•land, wko 
riohly endowed it (lona,t. Analican Vol. Il, p,10$4) and n■ 
interred here in th• year 1201 (L•ctc• Vol.I!, p.l). 
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A.D. 1228. William was Abbot (King p.356). 

A.O. 1290. The Abbot of this house and his tenants, 
having reoei ved and harbo,,red the King's enemies, he was 
fined the sum ot RiXty maros oo the 4th of November this 
year, the said aum to be paid at sundry times by annual 
payments (Pyrnne Vol.II, p.434). 

A.D. 1292. Hugh was Abbot this year, when he and the 
Convent, for a certain sum of money, mortgaged to Francie 424 
Uaresar, Gerald Chamber and Reginald Rapundi, merchants of 
the Company of the Ricardi of Luaoa, the Church of Thurles 
and to1ether with all the tithes and other em~lumenta there-
unto belonging for the term ot fifteen 7earsJ the said Abbot 
bound himself in penalty of •1000 for the due performance of 
taia a1reement, and in the y•ar 1894 the said merchant• de-
mi••d and set tn• atore•aid premiaea to tae s~id Abbot for 
eame t•rm, he con41tioning to pay them or their Order in 421 
the City of Dllbl1n, the annual rent of eighty maroa sterling, 
law:rttl money of Ireland (~ing p.166). 

A.D, 1295. Thia year a writ wa, direoted to ~ohn Wotan, 
Lord J'uat.ice of Ireland, t.o take the :realty of the Abbot (Cox. 
p.11). 

A.D. 1191. Tb• Abbot Thomas, being deposed, a licence 
waa f· ranted 1 tated Apri 1 2hth to proceed to an election (Pr:,nne 
Vol. , p. f'Pfr) • 

A.D. 1111. Tbeobald the tifth of the family of >utler, 426 
was interred here on the t7th of Uay (Lodge Vol.2, p.4). 

A.D. 1107. It appears tnat the Abbot of this aouae paid 
an annual pension of 100 abilllnaa to the Prior of Kells tn 
Oeaor1 (Ktq p.a,o). 

A.D. 1$41. The Abbot of It. Ttomaa, Dublin, recovered 
from tk1a A\bot the advow1on ot the Church or Lo1hmo1 in the 
no. of Ttpperar7 (It. pp.SI~ & 361). 

A.». 1MB. !be Abbot ot Owney aued the Bishop of lalJ 
fort~• adyowaon ~t the Ohuroh ot Oatbirreln7 in the County 
ot Li■ert•k (14). 

A.». 1161. !he Abbot recoTered tb• adT•••o• of the 42? 
Oh•rob ot the ~l••••d Virgin of Arklow fro• Jamee, larl of 
Onaoa4 (Jt.). 

A.D. lMI. Kenry, who waa Ab'bot thla year, ba•ina by 
vario•• •••hoda contra~, to the la• of the land and to the 
!in1•• Oro1in and dilflity, diatreaaed and lktleated !noma• De 
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Kildare, then tenant to cert~in lands in Limerick. he wa~ this 
year committed to Jaol for the same, but on the payment of a 
fine of forty shillings, he received his Majesty's (Kin~ Ed
ward III) most gracious pardon (Id). 

A.D. 1037. On the 25th of June this year, the Lord Dep- 428 
uty came to this Abt-ey, where O'UuJrian, Lord of the country, 
Ulick Bourke of Cla.nrlckard and Thybot Bourke M'William made 
their submissions arid took the oaths of allegiance (Cox. p.85). 

A.D. 1540. One of the articles brought against the Lord 
Deputy Grey in this year• was, thi:i.t he had compel led. the Abbot 
of Owney to give him the sum of .£40 for the purpose of pres
erving hib Abbey :t'rom ruin (Id. p.253). 

A,D. 1~50. The Abbey was burned by O'Carroll, (Annals 
4 Masters). 1ohn O'Kulrean was tbe last Abbot. 419 

The Inquisition ~aken on the Wedn~sday next before Palm 
Sund~y, 1st Uary, finds that h~ was seized of the following 
rectories, all in the Co. (,f Tipye rary: Thurles, anoual value 
besides reprises ~11; Rahelle annual value. besides reprises 40s; 
'ffor1y-Kie1·in, annual value besides reprise" 20s; Twoballysser, 
annual value besides reprises 30s; Enaghe in Ormond, annual 
value besides repris1::s £4; and Onoyaghe• annual value besides 
r~prisea £3 1 and on the ~riday following it was found that 
these Rectories made parcel of the Abbey's possessional viz., 
Arclo in the Co. of Wicklow, annual value besides repr see U, 
and Tullaghfeltm in the Co. of Carlow, annual value besides 
reprisAe £4, both Irish money (Chief. Remem.). 

Inquisition 8th Kay same year thus find~ the Possessions 430 
both Temporal and SpiritualJ viz., the site of the Abbey, a 
Churoh ~nd two chambers of no value, besides reprises; the 
demesne lands tn the Townland of Woney, the hamlets ot Cassell, 
Boenagh, Kilnevenore, ltnookan and Caririregrag, containing 
acres of - and fort7 of underwood, annual value 4011 the 
Townland of Ana1be, whiah the Chieftain claims aa nia prop-
erty, at thft annual rent of 511 the Townland of Xeapenock 
whiob U'Boe claims, at the annual rent of 3s. 4dJ the Town-
land of Xeaxecalten, which Conogher O'Mulrian olaims at the 
annual rent o:t' 18d, and the Townland of Lismollan, whiob 
Meiler Oormoke claims at the annual rent of 6s; the Townland 
of Cloghan-Kitt in Xerie, annual value, by an extent made V 431 
Bdward VI, 26a. Sd. and the tithes of all the pnsseesione 1 

annual Yalue t,. 184; also the to!lowinc Reotoriea: Wone7 and 
Ologhan-Kitt l41 Iarkin-ltsse 53s. 4d; Ballenworle 20■; Rath
Jordan 1Ze1 4dJ Kahyr-IllJ 26s. 84; J~nenishe-Grene 2s. 2d; 
Burrea in Dohearre 3a. 8d; and Burres-Glenekene 3a. 8d. 

Dec. 6th, V Blizabeth, this Abbey with its appurtenances, 
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situA.te and lyi.n11; iri the vioin:ty ther~nf and the lands or 
uaslan••; Reanaghe; Ki lmevenach; Knocknegurtar,e al i~s Knockne
gustone; Ratnre1ghe; K'lppen,,okP alias Kapper?.ourkey; KappH-
oullen; Lismellan and Anagr1e and Clonkitte alias Clonkill, 4~2 
in the Co. of Kerry, togethec with the Rectories of Arklo~ 
and TullJ:tghfelym in the Co of Carlow, were granted for ever 
to Peter Walshe 1n oapite, at the annual rent of £57 2s. 3d. 
Irish money, who was to mair,ta.in one hori:,eman on the premi ees 
(Audi tor Gen.). 

Inquisi.tion 23rd August XXXIV Q. Eliza.b,..th, :1'1.nds that 
Peter Walshe, gent, was seized in fee of the site and prec.:inta 
of this Abbey and of all ye laridA etc., belonging tl'\ereto in 
ye town a.nd lands of Woney; Castleneboynaghe; Kylrievenoge; 
Knocknegurten alias Knockneguston; Rathriagh alias Bagraieg; 
Kappemowk alias ltappemock; Kappioullenf tesmolaoe; lCysheourk 
and Annagh in this County and also of Rectories, Churches or 433 
IJhapela ot Woney; tearkirilish; 'Ballynaly; Ra.Jordan and Chary-
lley, with their tythes and other appurtenances. The said 
Peter Walsh died 20tn June 1575 seized of ye same to him 
and his heirs in capite by Knights servioe and ye tenth of 
a Knight's fee and are of ye annual value of £51 2s. 3d. 
Irish (~uinquaginta) (Chief. Remem. ). 

1st April VIII K. James, Sir Bdward Walshe, Knt., was 
ae12ed ln tee of the town and lands of Cappinioke, with a 434 
oarucate and a half of land, yearly value tgn shillings; 
Dromfallagh, containing the fourth part of a oarucate, also 
a third part and halt a caruoate of land, yearly value 3s; 
Bortnykilly containing one fourth part of a oarucate, yearJy 
value as. ~appnioullen containing one caruoata, yearly value 
6s. 8d; Olaust~le, containing one c~ruoate, yearly value 6s. 
8dJ Loghaneleilh' containing the half of a caruoate, yearly 
value 3s. 4d; k~rtwarevoy, containing half of a oaruo~te, 
yearly T&ue 3s. 4d; the sixteenth part of a oarucate, yearly 
value 6s1 the fourth part ot a caruoate in Oullinagh, yearly 
value 20s; a pa.reel of la.n" in Dromynythawtwe containing the 
eighth part of a oaruoa.te, yearly value lOd. Crelaghbegg 4S6 
with two millsi• contalnll'lg the half a caruoa1;e{ yea.rly value 
151; Olonsingi 1, with a water mill, 7early va ue 2s; the 
Rectory ot Toa.ch Oliog1lne, yearly value 12dl the town ~od 
lands of Oastl•banagh al las Agtory, oon1. aining one caruoate; 
Killninuoky, containing one oaruoatea two towns oalled Knook
nigunhus, containing two oaruoates1 Oromleagh oontatning 
one oaruoateJ Ratboow and Yarnane, two carucatea, each being 
of the yearly ,ralue of~•• 3d; the Reatory patronage of the 4~6 
Vloarage, tithes1 1leb••• etc., of the Churches and Chapels 
of tbe A-b•y ot owney. Cabirkenlish, Caherellini Bathjordan, 
JallJT•lly and To•,hgren1, allot the yearly va ue of 16s all 
Iriab money (Lib. nq. In Bibliort. honoratisa I. Conyngham). 
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Lanigan's Ecclesiastioal History Vol.IV, p.335. 
Abbington. 

*•* To these times we might, according to one account 
(page 336) assign the foundation of the Priory of AroRBian 
Canons at Rathkeale in the now C,,. of Limerick• under the 
inTooatton of tho Blessed Virgin Mary, but it appears more 
probable that it d1d not exiet until after thit year 1200*. 
In 1 ike manner the Oistercian Abbey of Woriey or w~tbeny, 
alias Abbington, tn said County. which some have affixed to 
the latter end of the 12th century, was in all appear~noes 
not founded until 1206, the year prior to the death of its 
founder, Theobald Fitz-Walter. Butler of Ireland, Who was 
interred there in 1206+. 

• (p.33?) Harria (llonast.) marks it about 1200, but 
neither Ware nor Arohdall mention the time of its found~tion. 

437 

It existed, however, in the latter part of the 13th o~ntury. 438 
Were we to believe Alemand. its founder wa~ one, Harvey. 

+ See Ware• Antiq. Oap.26 at Lhr,erick and Arohdall at 
Abington. The Charter of roundation and Endowments la in 
Monast. Angl. Vol.2, p.1034, marked a.bout A.D. 1205. 

Jitzgerald in his History of Limerick Vol.I, p.278, 
gives the following account respecting Abington. !e aaya 
at Owneybeg, thats-

"This !arony forms tne north eastern boundary of the 
County and contains but two Parishes, viz., Abington, a Rec
tory, and Tuogh Island,~ Rectory and Vicarage divided." 

"Abington, situated on the RiTer llulohair, ia a small 
town about 7 miles east of LimerickJ it has a Church in good 419 
repair with a glebe house and the Parish contains 4248 acres. 
It waa anciently oalled Woney, or Wotheney. A tamoue Abbe7 
was founded here in the year 1189 by Theobald Yitzwalter ~ut-
ler • Lord of Carrick, head. of the Ormor,d family, to whom, with 
ftanulph de GlanYillel .Tohn, eon of Henry II, granted five can-
treds and a balf ot and 1n the ~tn1d~m ot Limerick on north 
Uuneter, part of which wae WoneJ or Wothene;y. This Theobald 
lltzwalter was sister's son to St. Thomae of Oanterbur7. The 
AbbeJ was a 4au~bter of that ef SaTtsn~y of the eame (p.279) 
Clsteroian Order in tne Diocese of ATranohe& in BormandJ. 
The Abbot ot Woney had the honour of being one ot tbe Lords 
Spiritual and aat aa such in the Bouae ot Peers. One ot the 
charges against the Deputy, Lord Leon~rd Grey who was beheaded 440 
in the reisn ot Henry VIII, was that he had forced the A-b•t 
ot WoneJ to giYe ••o to pr•aerve the Abbey from ruin. In 
Abbington ls a Yery pleasant residence ot Lord Oloncurry.• 



LIJlBRIOK. 126 

"There a.re tw~) :fA.irs held here annually on the 29th o'f 
May and 31st of August.• 

Wetheny (Wetherha.m) Wethen 1.~ia alias Wethan ~11as Wethan
oya alia.~ Voghney, O,mey • Woth~ney, Whethran, WetlH-noya, a.re 
all anglioised forms of Ua.ithne, which was the name of ar, an
ciPnt territory now oomprJsed i:n the Barony of Owneybeg in th~ 
Co. of Limerick and in that of Owny in the Co. of Tipperary. 

Qaithne Cliaoh occurs as a territorial name in the Ann- 441 
a.le of the Four Masters at the year~ 914, 1107 and Uaithne 
as the same at the year 1600, at which year the Monastery of 
Uaitbne is made mention of also, Owny (1.e., Uaithne) ir. 
the Counties of Limerick and Tipperary, is mentioned in the 
Ar1nal1 of Innisfallen at the year 1304. Here it is the name 
of a TArritory. 

In "Caithreim Thoirdhealbhaigh•, i.e., Exploits of Tor
lagn, O'Gorman MSS. R.I.A. referred to atoTe at Caherconltsh, 
we find Uait~ne mentioned in sevdr~l places as a territory . 
.Namely, at 12?8 Crioch Ua.ithne, Territory of Uaithne, ts read 
and Oro corora oomirceaoh na bhFialuaithneach, i.e., the bloody 
(but) protecting battalion of the generous Uaithneans, is 
m~ntioned at the same year. 

At tte same year we also findt Glua.aaoht go hiathfl-ibh 442 
irth6rthaoha Uaithne, i.e., to march to the fruitful lands 
of Uaithne. At A.D. 1304 Uaithne, a territory, is mentioned, 
as also at 1306, and at 1313 we find Binn Uaithneach 1 1.e., 
the melodious Uaithneans and Go hiathaibh ardchnocacha ioll
oholllteaoha iasgthoirtheaoha Uaitbne, i.e., to the lands 
of Uaithne abounding in high hills, woods and fish. At 1314 
are these words: Rangodar tar~nais an Uaithnibh, i.e., they 
returned to the Territory of Uaithne. 

Uaithne 011a.oh is designated from Cliach 1 the name of 
ac1 extensive territory in which Uaithne, as a minor one, was 
comprised. 

Situated in the north part of Annagh Townland to trtA 443 
north of the road runuing through same, are the ruins of Ann-
agh old Church, The walls occupy a.bout sixty by twenty feet 
and are about ten feet high .. A burial place lies here. 

Killeen in Irish <Ullin, a burial place for children, 
ie situa.teit ln the west pa.rt of Cappa.nahanYlagh Townland within 
a. green field, and measures about thirty feet in diameter. 

Kyle Nanny, in Irish Cill Nana, l-l. small burial place 
a.bout twenty feet in diameter in w11ioh oh 1 ldren are interr~d, 
is situated in the Tow11le.nd of Cappanouk, wi tt1i11 a short dis
tance eastwards to the roan fr:1m c..:appamore to Limerick. 



Situated in the south east corner of Farnane Townland 44, 
is Castle Comfort, the seat of the Revd. O'Brien Cos-
telloe ,.P., which was built in 1824 at the expense of about 
£800. It occupies an eminence which, it is said, was the 
site of an old Castle, from which the name Castle Uomfort 
has been retained in the above modern residence. 

In the south west corner of the Townland of Ueentulla 
and at the boundary of it with Glanstale, is situatud a monu
ment called Tuaim an Fhir Mh6ir, locally translated the Big 
Uan'a Grave. It is a small heap of stones thrown together by 
passersbyt tt is said, over the remains of a highway man who 
was killed there. 

The same name notifies a gravo situated in the Townland 44D 
of Cappanahannagh, within half a mile to the north to Liss 
Guaire. This grave is on a small eminence in a green field 
and measures twenty one feet in length and four feet in brea-
dth and three feet in height. Both its sides are defended by 
large stones from three to four feet high, set upright in a 
row and deeply -sunk in the ground. Two stones of the same 
size with those in the sides and set in the ground in the 
same way with them, defend, one eaoh end. The grave is now 
unoovered above; it appears there were stones placed over it 
whioh rested on, and were supported by the side and end onesi 
these lie oonfusedly on each side. There lies here also a 
heap of atones of smaller size than those just mentioned, ••• 
whioh ia overgrown with grass, moss, etc. 

On the centre of a high lime stone hill, which is situ
ated in the Townland of Byone and commands a view of from 
ten to fifteen miles on every side around, is visible a cavern 
called in Irish Poll lidhin, that is, Ivy Hole, from ivy that 
grows around the entrance to it. It is twenty feet in diam
eter at the mouth and the extent of its descent into the hill 
was never discovered, though many have entered it a great way 
with the view to explore the bpace within who, for some reason 
known only to themselves, returned without ever having their 
desian brought to an end, haYing found no end to the cavern 
they proceeded te deacend. 


